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Understanding HIV/AIDS & Treatments
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5. The cell then follows the new

instructions (DNA) and makes new

HIV material.

6. HIV then uses the Protease enzyme to help

put new HIV together. Now new HIV can

be produced.

How does HIV 

reproduce in 

the body?

DUPLICATED
HIV INSTRUCTIONS (DNA)

NEW HIV

 PROTEASE ENZYME

HIV INSTRUCTIONS (RNA)
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Focus on chronic hep C. Support that matters.
Call 1-866-939-HEPC (4372)

Not actual patients

get ready
Things you need to know before starting 
your chronic hep C treatment            Financial   

           Assistance
Click here to see if you're 
eligible for savings on your 
medication and learn about 
help with coverage and 
reimbursement from our 
�nancial specialists.

     Nurse 
            Support
Click here to get information 
and support from the nurses 
in the Be In Charge® Program. 
Call toll-free: 1-888-437-2608 
to speak to a nurse or 
enroll online.

     Resources

Click here to learn more 
about chronic hep C, 
available treatments, and 
how you can help yourself 
with insightful information 
and tools.
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Your lab tests

Talking to 
your doctor

Focus on chronic 
hep C. Support 
that matters.
Call 
1-866-939-HEPC 
(4372) for
support.

get ready
Things you need to know before starting 
your chronic hep C treatment

           Financial   
           Assistance
See if you're eligible 
for savings on your 
medication and learn about 
help with coverage and 
reimbursement from our 
�nancial specialists.

Your Lab Tests

Lab work is an important part of your chronic HCV therapy. Before and during treatment, your health care 
provider will do blood tests. These tests will check for side effects, and also tell you early on how well 
treatment is working and how long you may need to be on it. These tests may include a complete blood 
count (CBC), viral load test, chemistry panel, and liver function tests. You must stick to your lab work 
schedule because it is an important part of your treatment for HCV. 

What you can do 
• Be sure to get your lab work done as requested by your health care provider. Your treatment plan may  
 change based on the results. Blood tests also allow your health care provider to keep track of any 
 potential problems. 

• Do not take more than your prescribed dose of medication. Follow the medication plan carefully. 

• Understand that sometimes your lab results will vary while you are on therapy. Over time, information 
 gathered from blood work and repeated tests will show a trend or pattern that will help your health 
 care provider make medical decisions. 

• You may want to ask for a copy of your lab work tests to learn about the results. 

• Keep a calendar to help you stick to your lab work schedule. 

• Always talk to your health care provider before trying to understand the results of your lab work or 
 before making any health care decisions. 
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Did you know...

Merck CARES can provide you with a 
readiness checklist to help you prepare for 
treatment?

Click here to learn more. 
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free
10-day trial.

sign up at

myalliplan.com

and experience

real support.

 you can safely lose 
50% more weight 

than with diet alone. 
so instead of losing 10 pounds you 

can lose 15. alli is safe. it works in your 
digestive tract blocking a quarter of 

the fat in the foods you eat, and it 
doesn’t affect your heart or your brain. 

so get back on the road, 
to everything you’ve been wanting.

 say yes 
to alli 

and say yes 
to a livelier, 

healthier you.

FDA-approved
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